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serogroup O1, serotype Ogawa, from stool specimens obtained from patients in the
affected areas by an investigation team from MSPP and CDC Haiti. This report describes
the investigation of the initial cases, the ongoing outbreak of cholera in Haiti, and initial
control measures. Since the initial identification of cholera, the outbreak has expanded to
include cases in seven of Haiti's 10 departments and the capital city of Port-au-Prince. As
of November 13, MSPP had reported 16,111 persons hospitalized with acute watery
diarrhea and 992 cholera deaths, 620 of which occurred among hospitalized patients.
Prevention and control measures implemented by MSPP with assistance from
governmental and nongovernmental partners include 1) providing better access to treated
drinking water; 2) providing education on improvement of sanitation, hygiene, and food
preparation practices; 3) advising ill persons to begin using oral rehydration solution
immediately and seek health care at the onset of watery diarrhea; 4) enhancing cholera
treatment capacity at existing health-care institutions; and 5) establishing cholera
treatment centers.
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the isolate was confirmed by CDC. Antimicrobial susceptibility testing of selected V.
cholerae O1 isolates conducted at the National Laboratory of Public Health and at CDC
demonstrated susceptibility to tetracycline (susceptibility to this drug predicts
doxycycline susceptibility), ciprofloxacin, and kanamycin; and resistance to
trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole, furazolidone, nalidixic acid, sulfisoxazole, and
streptomycin.
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