
Navigating the 
National Library for Health 

Electronic Books Collection  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 April 2008 



 
 
 

          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you do not have an 
Athens password, 
click on Register for 
Athens  and follow the 
on screen instructions 

Click on login 
and enter your 
NHS Athens 
Password. 
 

 

SEARCHING THE E-BOOKS  

 

ELECTRONIC BOOKS  

 

After logging in, click 
on the e-books link 

The e-books content can be searched by clicking on the publishers name, or one of the subject 
listings.  However if you are not aware of the publisher, the most effective way to search is by 
using the search box at the top of the page.   This facility is still under development, and at 
present will not retrieve a number of regionally purchased titles. 
 

Go to www.library.nhs.uk ���



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Click on MyiLibrary 
this will give you 
access to all e-
books 

 

 

To ensure you can get access to all the e-books available to you (national, regional 
and local purchases), click MyiLibrary portal. 

 

The next page will give you the ability to search the e-books available to you. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The default search is full text. 
However, this can make your 
search result too large and not 
very specific 

Often a single word search is sufficient – avoid plurals.  For instance, if you are looking for 
results relating to children, it is better to enter child.  The database will then look for child 
or children. 
 
If you know the author or title of the book this option can be selected.  However, if you 
would rather browse for books, click on keyword. 

Then click on 
search 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISPLAYED RESULTS  

 

At the top and 
bottom of the page 
the number of items 
found is displayed.  
 
If there is more than 
one page of results, 
a next button will 
appear and the 
option to display 
more titles on each 
page 

 

If your results are too large and you would like to be more specific, select advanced search. 
 

 

Here it is possible 
to enter some 
combined terms, 
e.g. Title and 
author. 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Click on the 
title of the 
book you 
would like 
to view 

 

VIEWING THE BOOK  

A brief description 
of the book is 
given.  
 
Click on the title 
again to open the 
book. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some contents pages have links that will 
take you straight to the pages (like this 
example). 
 
If the contents don’t have links, just enter 
the page number into the “go to page” 
box and press enter. 

Click next page or previous page to 
move through the book. This should be 
used at reading speed. Flicking through 
too quickly activates a security feature. 
This is to protect against copying the 
book 

 If a plus sign is 
available the 
section can be 
expanded by 
clicking on it. 
 

A simple way of 
navigating is to find 
a contents page 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REFERENCING THE SOURCE 

 

The citation link provides different 
reference styles, which can be cut 
and pasted into other documents 

For some books there will be a print 
page button.  
 
However, pages may only be printed in 
accordance with copyright law or 
copyright statements in the book. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

BOOKMARKS AND NOTES  

 

While reading an e-book, you can use some tools to enable you bookmark pages and 
make notes.  Your bookmarks and notes will then be saved in your personal notepad, 
which you can access at any time by using your login details. 

 
To use bookmarks and notes, you need to first set u p an account. 
 

 If you haven’t selected a book yet, click on the Bookmarks button on the left hand side 
of the screen 

 If you are reading a book, click on the Notes tab at the top of the contents column 
 If you haven’t already set up an account, click on create a new notes account  link 
 Enter your email address and click on the create account  button 
 The screen tells you that an email containing your password has been sent.  Close 

the window. 
 You should receive an email that gives you your password 
 Go back to the screen and enter your email address and the password.  Once you 

have logged in, you can add notes and bookmarks, and access any that you have 
saved previously.   



To change your password 
 

 Click on the Notes tab 
 Log in with your existing password 
 Click on the Change Password button and enter a new password 
 You will get a confirmation message that your password has been changed. 

 
To add notes 
 

 When you reach a page that you want to make notes on, click on the Notes tab  at the 
top of the left hand column 

 Log in if necessary 
 Click on the Create/Edit notes  button      
 Type your notes and click on Save 
 These notes also act as bookmarks, as the page details are saved with the notes 

 
To access your notes 
 

 Click on the Bookmarks  button  
 Log in with your details if necessary 
 A window opens with details of the books, page numbers and notes you have made 
 Click on one of the entries and it will open the book up at the appropriate page 
 Click on the Notes tab to edit, print or delete your existing notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

CONTACTS 

If you would like any help with this resource, please contact your site 
library on:- 
 
Fairfield General Hospital:   0161 778 2422
 
North Manchester General Hospital:   0161 720 2718/22
 
Rochdale Infirmary:     01706 517058
 
Royal Oldham Hospital:   0161 627 8463/2
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original Navigating the Electronic Books Collection Guide produced by  
Vicky Sergeant, Cheshire and Wirral Partnership NHS Foundation Trust 

 

Bookmarks and notes section taken from a guide produced by Fran Wilkie N.L.H. 


